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Chairman’s Report June ‘19

Hello Everyone,

We are presently entering the third year of our new Management Committee, begun in June 2017.  I am pleased to relate 
that we continue to improve on what was then an unknowable future.  The core arrangement of a committee consisting 
of a representative from each branch who between them have taken on much of the work of the previous paid secretary, 
is continuing to work well. Over the past two years, most original members are continuing in their roles with others 
joining and taking on new responsibilities. Additionally, the subtle influence of the VPs on the committee has been a 
great benefit regarding maintaining the Association’s historical links and also in helping keep us on the right track (so 
they say!)  All in all an excellent outcome with more to do in the coming years.

 Speaking of which, with our Hadlow Manor Garden Party celebrating and confirming our new lease of life we look 
forward to the Association’s 125th anniversary in 2022 with an air of optimistic enthusiasm! The continuing trend of 
branches offering to take on the County Events is very heart-warming – this year’s Spring Lunch at Maidstone was an 
excellent example with the Tunstall AGM being equally well hosted and enjoyed.  Looking to 2020, Medway Branch 
have already arranged and booked the AGM(!)  Grateful thanks to Maidstone, Sittingbourne and Medway branches. This 
pattern of involvement certainly takes the weight off the Chairman’s mind  –  previous Chairmen did not have this luxury!

 Finally, I am exceedingly pleased to mention that potentially, we already have a Chairman arranged for 2020 – 
2021 when Sally Waters has offered to take the chair. Sally was confirmed as Deputy Chairman at the AGM and was 
congratulated on this and thanked for continuing in the role of Secretary pro tem.

For my part, having been elected for a second term as County Chairman, I am looking forward to a period of relative calm 
in the full knowledge that the ‘coming together’ of the branches as outlined above, will endure offering a bright future 
prospect for us all.

Best Wishes,

David Woodnott VP
County Chairman.

Treasurers Report June ‘19

In December 2018 I reported on the legacy from Maurice Palmer and the decision, ratified by our Annual Meeting, to 
update the rules and objectives of our Educational Charity. I am pleased to report that, in January 2019, the Charity 
Commission agreed to our proposals. Also the Management Committee agreed that £20,000 from the Maurice Palmer
legacy be transferred to the Educational Charity to give it better ability to meet its expanded objectives. 

The finances of the Association remain very healthy and it is intended that surplus funds will be invested over the coming 
months with the objective of raising the Association’s income to support events such as this year’s Garden Party. The 
Association’s 2018 accounts were approved at the Annual Meeting on June 15. Further copies of those accounts remain 
available from me. 

Once again I must thank the Management Committee for their input and support and the Branches who have 
undertaken the various County activities with such success.

With best wishes to all our members,

John Kingsmell
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Late on a mainly sunny Saturday morning in mid June, some 60 Members, representing 9 of the 10 Branches, gathered at 
Tunstall Village Hall for the Association’s 121st Annual General Meeting.

Proceedings were opened by Mr David Woodnott, who welcomed everyone and explained that he had been asked by 
the Management Committee to take on the role of Acting Chairman after Mr Robin Broughton had experienced some 
health issues during the year. He said that he was pleased to see that Robin was able to attend the meeting, and he 
invited him to say a few words. Robin thanked the Management Committee for its support.

The Membership Cup was presented to Canterbury Branch. It was accepted by Mrs Patricia Shephard, Branch Chairman. 
Following this, Vice President Mrs Carol Stickler assumed the Chair. Apologies for absence were noted. Members were 
advised that the Secretary had written to the County President, Lord De L’Isle, congratulating him on being appointed a 
Commander of the Royal Victorian Order. He had responded expressing thanks to the Members of the Association.

The minutes of the previous year’s AGM were confirmed, and the Acting Chairman presented his report. In this he 
pointed out that the revised structure of the Association had been in place for two years, and that it was working well. 
Having Branch representatives on the Management Committee meant that the Branches were now, in effect, managing 
the Association, but having the Vice Presidents on the Committee meant that experience and advice were available 
when required.

He commented that he was encouraged by the large number of people who were contributing to the running of the 
Association in many different ways. He said he was delighted that things were so well organised that the date and time 
for the following year’s AGM had already been set, and that a potential Chairman for 2020-21 had been identified.

The Treasurer, John Kingsmell, presented the accounts for the General Fund, the Benevolent Fund, and the Educational 
Fund. He reported that all of these funds were very healthy, with an unusually large balance in the bank at 31 December 
2018. This was the result of the legacy of Maurice Palmer being received late in the year. He noted that it was intended 
that in the coming months surplus funds would be invested to generate income, and that £20,000 had already been 
transferred to the Educational Fund.

At this point there was a short interruption in proceedings as two Members were taken ill. When the meeting resumed, 
the Accounts were approved.

Proposed changes to the Association’s Constitution, to create the position of Deputy Chairman, were then put to the 
meeting and were approved. This was followed by the re-election of the Officers: The Viscount De L’Isle as President for 
the coming year, Mr John Kingsmell as Honorary Treasurer, and Mrs Sally Waters as Honorary Secretary, both for a three 
year term; and the appointments for a one-year term of Revd Mark Hurley as Honorary Chaplain, Mr Tim Simmons as 
Honorary Legal Advisor, and Sargeant & Co as accountants.

It was reported that the Management Committee had, at its last meeting, elected Mr David Woodnott as the Association’s 
Chairman and Mrs Sally Waters as Deputy Chairman for the coming year. The AGM confirmed these appointments, and 
Mr Robin Broughton presented the badge of office to the incoming Chairman, while Mrs Carol Stickler presented the 
Deputy Chairman’s badge to the new Deputy Chairman.

There being no other business to be brought before the meeting, the Chair signaled adjournment, noting that the next 
AGM would be held on 20 June 2020 at the Golf Club, Upchurch.

After a short break, which gave participants the opportunity to mingle, an excellent lunch was served, and this was 
enjoyed by all.

Tim Meadley

AGM 15th June 2019
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On 21st May, having received our invitation to the Buckingham Palace Garden Party and detailed instructions from The 
Duke of Kent’s PA, Lorna and I caught a train to Victoria.  We made our way to the end of an ever-extending queue for 
the Grosvenor Place entrance to the Buckingham Palace Garden.  It was certainly the most good-natured and well-
dressed one that we have ever joined.  After passing the security checks we discovered how far it was to the lawn.  Thank 
you Sally for your advice re comfortable shoes!

We managed to find some seats to recover and then circulated before setting out to find a gentleman usher to direct us 
to the gentleman usher who was looking after the Duke of Kent. This took a little perseverance, but we were eventually 
successful and were honoured to be introduced to the Duke who believes he is a member of the Association, I assured 
him that he is our Patron. We finished the afternoon by seeking our tea – my favourite was the summer bean and carrot 
sandwiches (no crusts of course).  The National Anthem was played, and we left the Palace by the Main Gate shortly after 
6pm. Our only disappointment was that with nearly 8,000 visitors we were unable to see the Queen and Royal party.

Robin Broughton

An honour for the Association

The “other Maidstone” on this side of the world is a Western suburb of Melbourne, Australia. A very different place to my 
old home town in Kent. However, history tells us that it was in fact named after the ancient town where I was born, so 
I can only imagine that the people who named it in the mid 19th century were filled with nostalgia for the old country. 
Similar situations are found throughout the length and breadth of Australia where there are names of cities, towns and 
villages whose names would be very familiar to readers.

When I arrived in Melbourne over 65 years ago, Maidstone was a very small settlement situated on the western outskirts 
of Melbourne. Following the end of the war, many migrants from war torn Europe settled in the area and have created a 
pleasant and well serviced suburb.

Maidstone in Victoria was established in 1858. It was predominantly made up of period weatherboard, brick Art Deco 
and Californian Bungalow houses constructed between the 1920s and 1940s. Concrete houses, built in the late 1940s to 
house the families of returned servicemen from World War II  are also found.

From the early 1990s many old factory sites in Maidstone have been turned into new housing estates comprising 
hundreds of houses and townhouses. Maidstone’s recent development boost, good public transport availability and 
close proximity to the CBD has also seen the median house price escalate dramatically over the past 10 years.

I live on the other side of Melbourne in a south east bayside suburb, so have not actually witnessed, on a daily basis, the 
rapid development in the Maidstone area. However, it now forms part of the very large metropolis of greater Melbourne 
containing over four million people. A very different city than when I arrived all those years ago

Maidstone has an excellent golf course and would you believe it, is called The Medway Golf Course (another reference to 
the old country). It also has a multitude of parks and other public areas and a number of excellent shopping areas. It even 
has a soccer club called Maidstone United !

So there you are. You won’t see great and historic edifices like the Archbishops Palace, Leeds Castle, etc. but you will find 
a pleasant, mainly residential town situated 12,000 miles away from the town after which it was named.

The author, Cliff Skinner, grew up in Maidstone, Kent and emigrated to Australia at the young age of 16 in 1950.

Prior to his retirement a few years ago, he was a Chartered Town Planner and an Architectural Heritage Consultant and 
was responsible for saving and preserving many historic buildings in Melbourne. He has returned to Britain on many 
occasions and is always pleased to visit the County of his birth. He has been a member of our Association for many years 
and can be contacted on GSInternational@bigpond.com

Maidstone, on the other side of the world



This short series looking at the Association in the early years of the 20th century begins with the 1904 Annual Report.  
Cast aside all thoughts of a modern 21st century UK with its multimedia and cultural appendages – the Victorian age had 
only recently turned into the early 20th century; social groups were very much more prevalent than of today – no radio or 
tv and only limited telephone networks to distract from the social life that had sustained previous generations.

The 1904 Annual Report cover (fig.1) in its verse proffers some of the pomp of the era of empire, soon to be seen as passé 
and outdated.  Notice, no allusion to being the ‘Kent County Society’ at this time. 

The list of ‘Officers and Council’ (fig.2) shows that many high ranking officials were drawn from government, army and the 
aristocracy. A point of interest is that in a letter, Lord Harris had just resigned as president having been in office 1899-
1904 (being number 394 on the members list). Another point of interest although of lesser importance perhaps is that 
the 8th Earl of Guilford  is listed as a Vice President and rather surprisingly that the name still appeared as a Trustee in 
Association documents in 2016!  However, this was the 9th Earl his grandson, who passed away in 1999 – still leaving a 20 
year gap before our records caught up!  This was just one of the amusing yet problematic things that confronted us when 
discovering many similarly out of date records at that time.

The Seventh Annual Report (fig3) shows the high level of activity of Council and Committee members. Thankfully today, 
our Management Committee meets slightly less regularly! (Approx 4 times a year) We of course have the benefits (?) of 
telephone and email with the odd posted letter still being called upon.    A read through of the financial statement is 
also illuminating and interesting. Fig.4 reminds us that some things haven’t changed despite the passage of time! Note 
however that the date for settlement has.  The group photo (above) shows the Annual Lunch at the Holborn Restaurant, 
London on Nov 6th 1906. Guests were the Kent Cricket Team (Champions 1906) and several hundred members, very few 
smiling!  We may not have matched these numbers in recent times but at least we are able to show our enjoyment! 

 Other items of interest include that a branch in South Africa had been recently affiliated (Assoc of Men of Kent and 
Kentish Men in South Africa) (and I thought our title was quite long enough.)  The HMS ‘Kent’ Trophy winners are listed 
having won a five guinea prize. The Benevolent Fund is promoted as a worthy cause. A Library of County Literature 
had been formed with a list of items with an invitation to receive suitable material.  The report also lists full names 
and addresses of all members (no data protection in 1904!)  A rough guess of membership numbers (using published 
roll numbers) seems to be around 1400. However it appears that this is an inclusive total from member No 1 with no 
indication of how many actual members there were.( I decided against doing a running total!) 

In addition, it seems that all members are male  with no indication of female members – maybe counted along with 
husbands as a ‘membership ‘or more probably there were none! Seemingly the ‘Fair Maids’ would have to wait a little 
longer. The total number could therefore possibly be substantially different to the 1400 registered. Who knows?

Association - The First Decade
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The next in the series will cover the second decade of the 20th century. I hope you have found something of interest and 
amusement. It is of course a very personal account of the time, gleaned solely from the 1904 report and looked at from a 
modern perspective with no allusion to be historically accurate other than in its factual printed content.

David Woodnott
Whitstable Branch
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ROUND & ABOUT THE COUNTY

Canterbury Branch Report

JANUARY

40 members of the local Canterbury branch were delighted and fascinated to begin 
2019 with a gripping talk of adventure and espionage from the well-informed secret 
intelligence and spy story best-selling local author, Nigel West.  We had been hoping 
for an insight in to the reasons for the success of the D Day landings in 1944 (75 years 
ago) and we heard tale after tale about the various ruses to misinform the German 
command in to believing that the landings would take place not in Normandy but 
elsewhere in the Pas de Calais.  Many of the plans were completely fanciful and we 
were amazed at the lengths by which the planned Normandy landings of 6th June 
1944 were disguised and kept a tightly held secret.  This really was “fake news” in a 
different era! By feeding false information to the Germans on the eve of the D-Day landings in WW2, Spanish double 
agent Joan Pujol Garcia (British codename Garbo) ensured that Hitler held troops back that might otherwise have 
defeated the Normandy landings, thus enabling the Allies to begin their onslaught against the Nazis in Europe with the 
element of surprise.

FEBRUARY

40 members attended a very happy “Social” Lunch at the Canterbury 
Golf Club.  The weather was decidedly Spring-like and the views 
from the dining room could have encouraged us to take to the Golf 
Course ourselves, but instead we watched other valiant golfers 
completing their rounds. The meal was delicious and the staff gave 
us a warm welcome, so we all enjoyed the opportunity to chat to old 
friends and acquaintances at leisure. Our newest committee member 
George Metcalfe took the opportunity of circulating among the 
guests, finding out just what they really like about the Association, 
so that their wishes might be reflected in future programmes.  At present we offer a mix of meals, outings, and 
informative/entertaining talks – hopefully something for everyone – aiming to focus mainly – but not exclusively - on 
the County of Kent.

MARCH

Without a doubt the highlight of our Spring programme was a visit to Westminster 
Abbey to visit the newly opened Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries, named in honour 
of the 60th Anniversary of our Queen’s reign. A happy band of pilgrims representing 
the Canterbury branch of the Men of Kent and Kentish Men set off by bus early in 
the morning from Canterbury to London (somewhat in reverse of those of Chaucer’s 
Canterbury Pilgrims) to spend the day in Westminster Abbey. The programme included 
a guided tour of the ancient building, a delicious lunch in the cafeteria, and a visit 
to the Galleries.  This was followed by a strawberry tea and attendance at Evensong 
during which time we were privileged to sit in the choir stalls. On arrival we were 
divided into three groups, each group led by a scholarly guide. We learned that the original church was founded in 920 
AD under the auspices of St Dunstan and King Edgar.  Later work was undertaken by King Edward the Confessor, who 
along with 15 other monarchs is buried in the Abbey. King William the Conqueror was crowned in the Abbey in 1066 and 
all monarchs since then with the exception of Edward V and Edward VIII.  The bodies of 3,300 people are buried in the 
Abbey including 16 monarchs, eight prime ministers, poets, actors, scientists, military leaders. 

During our guided tour we learnt about many of those who have been interred there including Henry III, who undertook 
a major rebuilding project from 1245. We noted the graves of Edward I, Edward III, Richard II, Queen Elizabeth I, Queen 
Mary I and on the other side of the Abbey the grave of Mary Queen of Scots as well as the Stuart and Hanoverian 
monarchs tucked away under their vault in the north-west corner of the building. 

7



We admired the Henry VII Chapel also dedicated to the Order of the Bath.  Elsewhere we stood in front of the memorial 
of Isaac Newton and delicately walked over the memorials to Charles Darwin and Stephen Hawking whose ashes have 
recently been interred there. In Poet’s Corner we were introduced to the splendid names of Shakespeare, Dickens, 
Ben Johnson, Geoffrey Chaucer, Robert Browning, George Frederick Handel, Dr Samuel Johnson, Rudyard Kipling, Sir 
Laurence Olivier and many others.

 After an excellent lunch in the cafeteria we hurried to visit the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Galleries which occupy the 
eastern triforium built in about 1250 with a magnificent views down to the Abbey floor more than 50 feet below. Sir 
Christopher Wren had re-roofed this space in the early 18th century and introduced diagonal wooden beams that 
remain in place.  He also installed timber flooring enabling the area to be used for storage and as a viewing gallery for 
coronations and royal funerals which took place in the Abbey below. The galleries display over 300 objects from the 
Abbey’s collection. They include the fascinating effigies of Renaissance English monarchs used for their funerals. These 
would have been fully dressed in sumptuous ceremonial clothes. It was hard to drag ourselves away from this fascinating 
exhibition yet we had to find room for a delicious cream tea in the cafeteria before attending Evensong. We were led by 
the Vergers into the Quire where we sat in close proximity to the Dean, the Very Reverend Dr John Hall.

Somewhat exhausted after a very full day we returned to the coach already waiting for us outside the West Door of 
the Abbey, enabling us as we left this wonderful Royal Peculiar to take a last look at the Grave of the Unknown Warrior 
who was buried there on November 11, 1920.  It proved to be a wonderfully thought-provoking day, just the sort of 
expedition that makes our membership of the Men of Kent so worthwhile.

APRIL (and MAY)

In April, the Canterbury Branch held its AGM. At 
the conclusion of official business, there was the 
presentation of charity cheques by the Branch 
President, Muriel Jennings. This year £1,000 was 
distributed to four very deserving Canterbury 
charities - the Lord Mayor of Canterbury’s 
Christmas Gift Fund, the Lady Mayoress’ Charity, 
The Canterbury & District Recorder and the 
Canterbury Umbrella Centre.  After a short 
break for refreshments we were especially pleased to welcome Lizzie Willis, an actress from Deal, who rounded off 
the afternoon by performing extracts from some of Christopher Marlowe‘s works.  Christopher Marlowe, poet and 
playwright, was the son of a Canterbury cobbler.  He had been baptised at the Church of St George the Martyr in 
Canterbury and attended the King’s School in Canterbury.  His name is immortalised in Canterbury’s own “Marlowe“ 
Theatre. Sadly there was no Branch holiday this year in May.  A busy month nevertheless for many of us!

JUNE 

Always expect the 
unexpected!  What a 
deluge! - As we made 
our way in private cars 
or even by bus to the 
Walpole Bay Hotel, the 
heavens opened.  The 
promise of a splendid 
cream tea encouraged 
over twenty of us to ignore the (dire) weather prospects, but it was disappointing that the weather was not entirely 
conducive for a day at the Margate seaside! A visit to the Walpole Bay Hotel encompasses many things – A Museum of 
“Memorabilia” – gadgets from the last century that seemed “oh so familiar” to many of us and we were enthralled by the 
Napery, a collection of napkin art, created by hotel guests depicting the magical memories of their stays at the Walpole.

We listened attentively as Jane Bishop told us how her family had become involved with the hotel some 25 years ago 
and it was apparent that the restoration of the building, originally built for discerning guests in 1914,  had been (and 
continues to be) a labour of love. From the golden lift, to the sprung dance floor in the ballroom, it was great to see that 
gradually the hotel was being lovingly restored to its former glory and being put to good use by the local community.  
The visit brought back personal memories to one of our own group who had worked as a Sunbeam beach photographer 
on the Margate beaches in years past!
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The afternoon tea was delicious and we were then encouraged to explore the exhibits on the second floor of the hotel, 
with a chance to see just how successfully the bedrooms have been upgraded. “Thank you” to the staff at the Walpole for 
making us so welcome.

We closed the month with our Summer Party and were delighted to welcome the Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of 
Canterbury (Cllr. Terry Westgate with wife Sue) to our gathering, together with our newly elected County Chairman, 
David Woodnott.  (Pictured with Branch President Muriel Jennings and Branch Chairman, Tricia Shephard)

Sheila Cragg (with contributions from Lorna McDuff and George Metcalfe)
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This year has seen the branch holding regular events every month. As discussed at the AGM in January our focus this year 
was to have interesting trips and events easily accessible by public transport in order that we would not deplete branch 
funds with the expense of coach hire. In February we enjoyed a relaxed convivial meal at Hizar Meze bar in Orpington. 
One of our members Jeanne Pierce had suggested a trip to the award winning London Canal Museum in March,  tucked 
away behind Kings Cross Station . We learnt about life on the canals, horse drawn barges being used to draw ice and 
other cargo from the docks to the city, as well as the derivation of the term “argee bargee” - what happens if you meet 
a boat coming the other way down a narrow canal ! Afterwards we lunched in the Guardian newspaper headquarters 
building cafe . 

In April we visited the Tudor Hall Place Gardens in Bexley, with exhibitions about the residents who had lived there over 
the years and also a school that one of our group attended in the post war years. They also had an interesting exhibition 
celebrating the anniversary of the first transatlantic flight in 1919. The Vickers Vimy plane flown by Alcock and Brown was 
built at the nearby Vickers factory in Crayford. 

Another centenary featured in our May event , when we hosted the Pleasant Sunday Afternoon Orchestra , 100 years old 
this year. They gave a beautiful concert of light and classical music, with their conductor Martin Cleave introducing each 
item with detailed and humorous notes. James Kinsella treated us to some moving and uplifting solos from the shows. 

We are looking forward to a trip on 21 June to Coolings nursery to celebrate midsummer, and the Association Garden 
Party at Hadlow in July. 

The committee meet regularly at the Chislehurst Golf Club and we welcome  suggestions for future events  from new or 
existing members .

Dr Andrew Williams

Chislehurst & NW Kent Branch Report

Deal & Walmer Branch Report

Branch Chairman Carol Stickler welcomed all to the Branch’s 2019 AGM, once again held at St Andrews Church in Deal.

As a Branch we have enjoyed our functions this year, with Judy organising the ticket sales and ensuring all goes well on 
the night and Bob, with the help of John, continues to organise our well supported raffles; once again many thanks to 
the members who not only buy tickets, but help to provide the prizes, well done!

Forthcoming events were outlined, which included our St Georges Day Dinner, this year held at a new venue, The 
Waterfront, The Saracens Head for lunch in May and in the summer we will be back on the Pier for our annual Fish & Chip 
Supper, so there is much to look forward too.

The County Spring Lunch and AGM details were given along with a new event, a Garden Party at Hadlow Manor, Goose 
Green, Hadlow on Friday 26th July  3pm -  £10pp   Carol explained that this event is being subsidised by the bequest left 
to the Association by Maurice Palmer, Past County Chairman and Vice President.  Afternoon tea can be enjoyed in the 
gardens of Hadlow Manor or in one of the lounges, dependant on the weather.

The Deal & Walmer Committee were thanked for their hard work of another year, to Alan Clark for all he does as Secretary 
of the Branch, to Judy Hardy for her meticulous organisation skills that see all our events run smoothly, with us all 
enjoying the menu choices we ordered.
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Thanks were given to Bob Parkin who deals with events held at St Andrews Church, namely 
Trafalgar Day and our AGM, everything “just happens.” Bob goes off with his dates, makes the 
bookings, organises what we need and he does a great job, long may it continue.

John Hardy carried out his diligent Standard Bearer‘s duties again for this year; we have seen 
our Branch represented on parade at numerous occasions; many thanks went to John and  
also to Judy who always gets John to the Muster Point on time, thanks were given to both.

The members of Deal & Walmer support the Branch well, along with our visiting friends and 
this is what makes Deal & Walmer, albeit a small Branch, a friendly Branch; other Branches 
enjoy visiting us and several are looking forward to joining us in the summer for Fish and 
Chips on the long awaited new restaurant at the end of the Pier.

My remaining duty of the evening was to carry out one final task and it gave me great pleasure to make a presentation 
to Geoff Cox. Geoff has been a member of the Committee for many years, initially holding the Office of Secretary and 
becoming our Treasurer in 2006 a position he has held for 13 years. One thing Geoff will be remembered for is that 
whenever he gave his Treasurers Report, he never forgets the pennies, the amount is always £253 and 27 PENNIES-  
he has always said it this way and it always makes me smile.

But now is the time for Geoff to put his Men of Kent calculator away and take on his new role as our Honorary Branch 
President.

Thank you Geoff for all that you have done for the Deal & Walmer Branch over the years, it is much appreciated and it 
gave us great pleasure to make Geoff our Branch President.

Carol Stickler & Geoff Cox

And ‘braving those angry skies’ is the county’s own warship, paying her first visit to the gateway to the UK in four years.

The Association were delighted to be invited on board and we received a warm welcome from Commander Andy 
Brown MBE and Ship’s Company when we boarded on Saturday 2nd March 2019. 4 Members of the Deal & Walmer 
Branch attended, Carol Stickler, Chairman of Deal & Walmer Branch, with Malcolm & Jennie Gibbons and Emily Stickler 
along with representatives from Canterbury Cathedral, Mayors of some of the Cinque Ports and County Councillors. 
Unfortunately The Lord Lieutenant Viscount De L’Isle was unable to make it, however eight of his deputies were present.

HMS Kent is a Type 23 frigate and part of the fleet that is considered to be central to our frontline operations. That 
includes disrupting the work of criminals, including smugglers, pirates and drug traffickers.
As one of the Royal Navy’s newest frigates, she’s been specially designed for versatility, meaning she can undertake a 
wide variety of operations, from combat and humanitarian aid to acting as a training vessel for the next generation of 
Royal Navy engineers. She has also played a key role in high profile ceremonial events. Much of the last year time has 
been spent in Devonport undergoing a major revamp, following sea trials and training before taking her place back on 
the frontline with the rest of the Fleet.

2019 opened with FOST for OST (a bit like SMASH for mash but with more water) including general seamanship and 
manoeuvres, such as refuelling from a new tanker RFA Tiderace, submarine hunting with a Merlin helicopter from 814 
NAS, disaster relief with Kent emergency services all the way up to war fighting.

The four-day stop in the Port of Dover allowed her affiliates to see the many changes made since 2015 – the Portsmouth-
based ship proclaims herself to be Britain’s most advanced submarine hunter, not to mention other enhancements 
including the Sea Ceptor missile system which replaces the aged Seawolf and is much better at safeguarding KENT 
from air attack.

A very enjoyable time was spent on board, with a Ships Capability 
overview and tour of the Ship which included visiting the Bridge, OPS 
Room and Ward Room.  A buffet lunch and drinks reception followed on 
the Flight Deck and the visit concluded with a sunset Ceremony on the 
Flight Deck.

We wish HMS KENT continuing safe passages and calm seas.

There’ll be grey clouds over the white cliffs of Dover...
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St Georges Day Dinner  Tuesday 23rd April 2019

27 Deal and Walmer Members and Friends attended the Branches Annual St Georges Day Dinner at the Waterfront Hotel, 
Beach Street on 23rd April.

The evening began with a delicious, if not rather filling “starter” - there were lots of traditional English tastes and many 
were concerned there would be no room for dinner!  The main course was Roast Beef, three joints of rare, medium and 
well done beef were on offer, so every taste was catered for and accompanied with roast potatoes, seasonal vegetable 
and cauliflower cheese and delicious gravy, pudding was equally English Apple Pie and custard.

One of our guests Joy Visage very kindly prepared some very amusing and appropriate readings for the evening which 
we duly read out by Bob Davies, Jennie Gibbons and John Featherstone.

Our new President Geoffrey Cox gave his yearly humorous speech about St George and Bob Parkin and John Hardy 
undertook their raffle duties and £100 was raised for Branch funds, with thanks to all that bought prizes along. The 
Waterfront Hotel very kindly donated two vouchers, one for Sunday Lunch for two and also Supper for 2 mid week, a very 
generous donation indeed, thank you.

A splendid evening was enjoyed by all, thank you for joining us and we look forward to seeing you all again next year.

David Little and his staff once again provided an excellent venue and hosting skills at the Saracens Head for Lunch on 
Friday 31st May. On this occasion we managed a few more than last year – 7 when we were down on numbers due to the 
adverse weather, this year we were 24, well done Deal & Walmer Branch!

Our lunches at The Saracens are very relaxed, there are no speeches, just much fun, laughter and good food. We all 
enjoyed Chicken, Leek and Wiltshire Ham Pie with mashed potatoes and peas or Salmon en croute with new potatoes 
and vegetable followed by Callum’s Chocolate Delight, which it certainly was indeed.

Our next event is on Friday 16th August, which will be our Fish & Chip Night. Unfortunately this will not be on Deal Pier 
as hoped, as the new owners are not opening in the evenings, so this year we will be at Deal Rowing Club on the first 
floor, still spectacular views of the sea, but from the land looking out to sea.  Saturday 19th October is our Trafalgar Day 
Commemorative Service at St Andrews Church, 11am and then we look forward to our Bangers & Mash Christmas Party 
on Thursday 5th December.

Thank you to all our members and friends who supported our events in the past and we look forward to meeting again 
in the future.

Best wishes,

Carol Stickler,  Branch Chairman

Saracens Head Lunch 31st May 2019



Faversham Branch Report

Faversham Branch has had a rather quiet half year as some events did not happen. We are also suffering with a declining 
membership.

The first speaker of the year was Peter Kennett, who showed an interesting set of slides of buildings and shipping on 
Faversham Creek including Pollocks shipyard, the Brents and the basin.

The AGM was chaired by the Mayor of Faversham, Cllr Trevor Abram but was only attended by four members.

In March, the planned speaker meeting did not take place as the speaker did not make contact with us at the hall.

In April, we held a Nosh and Knowledge Quiz which provided a donation towards the cost of the Faversham Christmas 
Lights. There were teams from Faversham, Canterbury and Whitstable. On an interesting quiz scored with multipliers, the 
event was won by Canterbury.

Unfortunately, a planned trip in May the National Army Museum had to be cancelled through lack of support.

Anne Salmon,  Secretary, Faversham Branch

County Spring Lunch

it was with some trepidation that, in the beginning of 2017, we offered to organise the 2019 Spring Lunch as we 
appreciated that this was something of a “Gold Star” County event and knew that failure to arrange an event of the 
required standard could result on the Branch’s officers and committee being drummed out of the Association in disgrace!

We knew when the event should take place but not where or any other details and so we boldly set out to test the water. 
At great sacrifice to their waist lines, the Branch’s stalwarts embarked on a serious, in-depth reconnaissance programme 
which involved attending as many similar functions as possible. 

Determined to leave no gastronomic stone unturned we spied on functions organised by the Masons, Probus, Rotary 
International, the Lions, Royal British Legion, civic functions, Women’s Institute, Scouts . . .   Finally, we agreed amongst 
ourselves that we had identified the most suitable locus for our prestigious event: the Maidstone Masonic Centre.  Here, 
there was plenty of free parking, an extensive and reasonably-priced bar and comfortable furnishings.

There just remained the menu.  We rejected the offer of oysters and lobsters as too bourgeois and, similarly, turned down 
the quail and guinea fowl as being too commonplace.  Eventually we agreed on a slightly simpler, more traditional fare – 
at a more advantageous price. A Grand Raffle was organised and a guest speaker, in the form of the artist and humourist 
Graham Clark, was seduced into providing an entertaining post-prandial talk.  His Kentish poems or odes were to be very 
well received by the distinguished audience.

Come the day, our request to the caterers to have the dining room suitably decorated proved to have been fully observed 
and the combination of crisp white table cloths, shining wine glasses and bright, Easter Yellow serviettes was a sight to 
behold.  As for the meal, the choice of three delectable starters, followed by roast sirloin of beef, braised cod or suprême 
de poulet ensured that all were catered for and the choice of three desserts, with which the repast concluded, appeared 
to please everyone.

So that was it.  Would we do it again?  Possibly, but not in the immediate future. Wait until we’ve got our breath back!

Roy Ingleton MA

Maidstone Branch Report



Medway Branch Report

December 2018

December meeting brought something different to a Christmas Party. We held a Folk Evening instead. Bob Kenward Trio 
entertained us with their folk songs during the evening which went down well. They even sang a song about the Men of 
Kent! Everyone enjoyed chatting and singing with the Band, then the Xmas Buffet was served which we all tucked into. 
In all over 50 Members got together for this seasonal event and below are some images of the evening:

January 2019

Once again, we frequented our favourite Restaurant, The Rivers Restaurant, at Upchurch Valley Golf Club for our New 
Years Lunch. 60 of us tucked into their excellent fayre which was efficiently served by Claire and her team! Judging by the 
buzz in the Restaurant everyone enjoyed catching up with their friends after the Christmas break. Sheila, our President 
ran a “special raffle” which raised a net sum of £157.00 for our Charity this current year, Porchlight! Well done Sheila 
and all you members for raising so much at this lunch! Below are a few pictures of the lunch and everyone enjoying 
themselves:

February 2019

Apart from much better weather than the year before, February’s meeting was celebrated by our now Annual Duck 
Race. What a turnout, over sixty members plus Trevor Dole & his wife Gilly who travelled up from Whitstable had a very 
enjoyable and enthusiastic evening. Members were ardently betting on their favourite Ducks and cheering them on as 
they (or not, as the case may be) raced up the course. Some Ducks managed to avoid the dangers as they progressed 
along the course and others, alas, fell at the first hurdle. Everybody was cheering and laughing then at the interval had a 
superb supper of Fish & Chips supplied by the local Chippie just along from the Hall. At the end all said they enjoyed the 
evening and went away in good spirits! Over the page is a photo of the evening which includes our latest new member, 
Keira, who is the grand daughter of one of our members, and who enjoyed helping the Ducks up the course:

March 2019

March saw our Annual General Meeting take place with a good number of our members attending. Our President, 
Sheila Underdown, kicked off the meeting with a poem she had written describing each of the Committee Members, 
highlighting their attributes and contributions they make to the Branch. It was light hearted as well as being informative. 
The Chairman, Peter Wyatt, summarised the years activities and the continued strength of the Branch as well as 
underlining the support and stability of the Branch Membership. He thanked each of the Committee Members for their 
hard work, support and creative ideas in running a varied Programme of events throughout the year. He also thanked 
Tim Meadley for the creation and management of the Branch website, www.medway.amkkm.org.uk , in which he has 
created a great tool for both members as well as the public to keep uptodate on the happenings within the Branch. Tim 
is also currently developing the County website about other Branches to give a consistent view to the world outside. 
Our Treasurer then gave her report which confirmed the Branches continued financial strength thanks to a legacy from 
Muriel Reeves and our continued strong membership numbers. She also confirmed that the Branch supported their 
chosen Charity, Porchlight, for last year with donations of £423.00. After the conclusion of the AGM we all enjoyed a 
Ploughman’s Supper then were entertained by a Speaker, Barbara Stevens, who gave a very enjoyable presentation 
biography of her efforts to raise money for Demelza Hospice Care for Children by following in the footsteps of the 
W.I. Calendar Girls with volunteers from her relatives and local village and succeeded in raising over £40,000 over four 
Calendars.
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On 27th of March an intrepid group of 16 members visited the RAF WW2 Bunker in Uxbridge where the fight against 
the German Luftwaffe was co-ordinated. A guide took us on a tour of the Bunker and gave an extremely interesting and 
informative presentation on how the Bunker was setup and ran the defence of our Nation. It was both intriguing as well 
as interesting and very impressive how successful they were when you consider the primitive technology, as compared to 
today, they had to successfully defend us from the German air attacks! After the tour we had a light lunch then visited the 
on-site museum with artefacts from WW2. Above are a few images of our visit: 

April 2019

We were unable to have our Quiz Night this month as the Hall we use was being refurbished. We decided to ring the 
changes and have a “Posh” night out instead! So, we plumped for a Fish & Chip Supper. This was no ordinary Fish & Chip 
Supper, but an award-winning Papa’s Fish & Chip Supper at the now famous Papa’s Barn in Ditton, Aylesford. A jolly 
38 Members got together there for the evening and tucked into the superb freshly cooked meal served by cheerful, 
hardworking waitresses, who looked after us well. Everyone enjoyed the food, the get together and the chat! Below are a 
few images of the evening:

May 2019

An intrepid band of 38 adventurous members set out by luxury coach to visit the renown Waterperry Gardens near 
to Oxford. Fortunately, the M25 & M40 both played ball and we arrived in time for one of Waterperry’s Teashop “Light 
Lunches” all made from local produce. Delicious does not describe the meal, it was superb. Service was friendly and 
efficient, and all complimented the quality of the lunch. After lunch we made our way to the Waterperry House where 
we were treated to an extensive and interesting tour of the mansion and the frescos contained therein. The CEO of 
Waterperry Gardens guided us around the mansion and his presentation was informative, interesting and at times very 
amusing. After the tour we had free time to wander around the gardens and museum both of which grabbed your 
attention. We were blessed with a warm sunny day which enhanced our visit to one that will be remembered for a long 
time. Below are a few images of the day:
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Our Branch Christmas was kicked off in December when we had a very entertaining and informative talk on Royal Visits 
to Kent from one of the senior police officers involved in their organisation. All the members appreciated the buffet feast 
that was supplied. Christmas continued with our annual Carol Service at St Lawrence, Bapchild.

The New Year saw the return of our Wine and Wisdom Evening with enough brainteasers to challenge the most nimble 
of minds, made all the more worthwhile by the hearty fish & chip supper that kept the brains  - and stomachs fed. We 
were pleased to welcome a number of teams from the Medway and Whitstable branches – it is always a pleasure to 
meet with ‘foreign’ members!

In February, Colin Harvey returned to us with his photo-animation on The History of Sheerness Dockyard. As always, he 
made this interesting subject all the more real with his wide selection of old photographs and postcards.

We were more than happy to welcome Rod Spratling into the role of Branch Chairman at our AGM in March, whilst at 
the same time more than grateful for the work that Ken Clark had put in, in his always charming manner, since taking up 
the reins (temporarily!) in 2017. 39 members turned up for the meeting – they were far more interested in the business 
of the Branch than the Cheese & Wine supper that went with it!

On a less than warm evening in April we were once again entertained by the return visit of the Dead Horse Morris 
Men and Broomdashers from Whitstable. The clashing of sticks, the noise of the feet and the playing of the band all 
contributed to wonderful entertainment – apart from the cars in the car park and the modern buildings, this could have 
been the scene in Tunstall at any time in the last five hundred years. We also held a tree dedication ceremony in fond 
memory of Geoff Cooke, our long serving previous secretary. It was good that Brenda, his widow, could be there to see 
the latest Holm Oak planted in the grounds of the village hall.

Thirty five members descended on the Dover Castle in Teynham for our Spring Lunch in April. This was the first time we 
had organised such an event – following on from our Autumn Lunch in 2018 – and the food and ambience were enjoyed 
by all; Barton Dolding especially enjoyed the Dover Castle Sundae, which was probably large enough for him to swim in!

Our Branch visit to Kew in May was very successful. 48 eager travellers enjoyed the (very) warm weather and the various 
attractions that Kew Gardens has to offer, and many of them must have explored every blade of grass – their arrival back 
at the coach at 5pm was more like the last stragglers arriving at the finish of the London Marathon, or Napoleon’s retreat 
from Moscow, than you might expect from such an energetic bunch! Members also enjoyed a very interesting talk in 
May on the subject of The Suffragettes. Many attendees would be very keen to see the speaker return next year.

Finally, 40 members braved the rain and wind to descend on our President Pauline Panton’s garden and house in June 
for our annual Bat & Trap afternoon. The food was excellent, the company invigorating and the surroundings ideal – but 
the rain was a real challenge. Pauline says that she has never had 40 guests sitting down to a meal in her house before – 
although some were actually in the summer house! – and wherever you went you found separate groups of diners. The 
sun peeped out for just long enough for us to stretch our legs and have a go at hitting the ball – Richard Joy, a guest, 
and Pat Fagg became our respective Men’s and Ladies Champions for 2019 after some hard fought competition.

Gerry Wetherell

Sittingbourne & Milton Branch Report
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Tonbridge & Tunbridge Wells Branch Report

The Branch AGM was held on 29 March and was attended by our small group of enthusiastic supporters. The existing 
officers and committee were all re-elected.

Following the AGM, those present had our usual discussion on the future of the branch. It was observed that many 
members are quite content to remain members without attending meetings but do like to receive the magazine to read 
about what is happening both at the branch and around the county. Nonetheless, we would like to attract more to our 
meetings. To do this we also need volunteers to help the committee. Various suggestions have been received about 
possible future events and the committee are looking into the best way to organise these. The coffee mornings have 
proved to be a successful innovation although we have learned that there are particular months which are not popular.

2019 has seen both sadness and joy. We were very sad to hear recently that Betty Hedley-Jones had passed away 
suddenly after a short illness. Our thoughts and prayers are with her husband, Roger, and his family. The funeral service 
took place on Monday 10 June. Roger and Betty had been stalwart members of our branch for very many years.

On a happier note, we are pleased to hear that our well-known life member, Lord De L’Isle, has been appointed a 
Commander of the Victorian Order (CVO). He is, of course, also the President of our Association.

The branch centenary will take place in 2021 and we are now looking at how best to celebrate this important landmark.

Currently we are looking forward to welcoming members and friends from around the county to the County Garden Party 
being held at Hadlow Manor on 26 July.

Bernard Thompson,  Branch Chairman

We began 2019 with an evening of fine Italian cuisine and music at the Montalbano restaurant in Tenterden. Members 
and their guests enjoyed both the food and the mix of music, popular and classical, provided by a young and talented 
Italian tenor. We even managed to have a good number of people dancing to the music by the end of the evening.

In February we held our annual quiz at St. Mildred’s Church Hall in Tenterden. Eight teams competed in the event run by 
Ray Lancaster with much help from members of his family. In a close fought contest the winning team was made up of 
Jim and MaryLyn Weaver, Tony and Stephanie Buttler, Rennie and Barbara Halstead.

In March we held an Afternoon Tea and Talk at The Little Silver Country Hotel in Tenterden. The talk was given by Peter 
Woodley, a former BBC cameraman who proved to be a very entertaining and informative speaker. As well as taking us 
all on a worldwind trip down memory lane, he gave us an insight into the sheer magnitude and complexity of putting 
together a drama production for a TV audience.

In April our annual AGM was held at the London Beach Hotel in Tenterden. Thirty seven members attended. Greg Parkin 
was confirmed as Chairman and Therese Withersby as Treasurer for 2019/20. All of the members of the committee were 
re-elected apart from Tony Pearlman who, after a number of years service, decided to retire. He was presented with a gift 
as a token of thanks from the members.

May brought us our annual spring walk, again organised and led by Ellen Green. Unfortunately the weather in the 
morning meant it was too wet to undertake the walk. Plans were then changed. We had lunch at the George Inn in 
Molash and then, after the weather brightened up, we took a curtailed walk through Kings Wood near Challock.

In June we visited Chatham Dockyard. In the morning we were taken on a conducted tour of the Lights, Camera, Action 
set of the popular television programme ‘‘Call the Midwife.’’ We then had lunch in the Mess Deck. In the afternoon, 
members were free to wander around and visit some of the many exhibits on offer, including the Victorian quarter mile 
long ropery which still produces quality rope.

Greg Parkin

Weald Branch Report
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At our Branch AGM in April, Group Captain Trevor Dole stood down as Branch Chairman after being in post for the past 
twenty-five years. The meeting was attended by several distinguished’ surprise’ guests including our Branch President 
Liz Pearce accompanied by her daughter  Nicola Burchnell (extreme cyclist), John Richman VP and Jean Richman. ( TTW 
Branch)

Following the formal business, Trevor was presented with several gifts including a magnificent silver model Spitfire on 
a stand, in appreciation for his Chairmanship over these past years and recognising his former career in the Royal Air 
Force. Other gifts included a bottle of malt whisky and a pewter tankard bearing the MOK shield, gifted by John and 
Jean Richman.  Following the presentations and speeches an excellent buffet which had been prepared by the ladies 
was served and enjoyed by a large turnout of the membership.

David Woodnott has now been elected Chairman and will continue to hold the Secretary post in parallel. The Bat and 
Trap season is again underway and our bi-monthly lunches at the Golden Lion continue being very well supported.

The Association Spring Lunch in April, hosted by Maidstone branch was attended by five branch members who 
thoroughly enjoyed the company, food and entertainment offered. Trips are also being organised. In early May, 
members enjoyed a visit to the Elham Valley Vineyard at Barham near Canterbury. Although the weather was 
unfortunately quite wet, they were able to visit several workshops and the garden centre.  An excellent lunch, very 
reasonably priced, was served and thoroughly enjoyed by all. The centre at Eltham Valley is part of The Fifth Trust, 
a charity supporting adults with learning difficulties. It caters for students that come from the area and provides 
workshops in activities such as Horticulture, Art and Design, Craft, Woodwork, Pottery, Photography, Music and Catering. 
Subsequent to the visit, Elizabeth Hunt from the Charity came and spoke at the monthly branch meeting which was 
very well attended and much enjoyed.  A charity donation was gratefully received.

Fred Chapman MBE,  Publicity Officer

Whitstable Branch Report
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Association Tie
Association Bow Tie
Association Lapel Badge
Ladies Invicta Brooches

Items can be ordered from: Mary Underdown at sales@amkkm.org.uk

£15.00
£16.50
£8.50
£8.50

Pricelist of Association Items



  
 
 
 
 
 

July 2019    

4th July Whitstable  Blessing of the Water 

14th July Sittingbourne  Strawberry Tea 

17th July Whitstable  Coffee morning 

17th July Medway  Sussex Coastal Curios (City & Village trip) inc. lunch 

18th July Canterbury  Coach trip with tour of Romney Marsh and a ride on the Romney Hythe & Dymchurch 
Railway, including a fish and chip lunch 

21st July Sittingbourne  Midsummer Service, Tonge 

26th July County Event   Association Garden Party at Hadlow Manor  

 
 
 
 

August 2019    

10th August County Event  Association’s Woodgate Shield Bat & Trap match, organized by Faversham branch at 
The Castle Pub, Oare 

13th August Canterbury  Half day visit to Mount Ephraim Gardens, with afternoon tea 
14th August Medway  Garden Party at Kits Coty – theme tbc 

16th August Deal & Walmer 7.00pm for 
7.30pm 

Fish & Chip Night, at Deal Rowing Club 

17th August Chislehurst 11.00am RAF Museum, Biggin Hill TN16 3EJ. Followed by lunch in Keston 

17th August Sittingbourne  Wisdom Hospice 

20th August Whitstable  Lunch at The Golden Lion 
 
 
 
 

September 2019    

5th September Tonbridge & 
Tunbridge 
Wells 

11.00am Coffee morning at Hilden Manor 

11th September Canterbury  Coach trip with visit to Eltham Palace, followed by a Thames river cruise 

11th September Medway  Brewery trip to Shepherd Neame inc tasting & lunch, followed by Brogdale visit 

18th September Whitstable  Coffee morning – Speaker Colin Relf on ‘Bee Keeping’ 

21st September Chislehurst 12.30pm Lunch at The Crown, Chislehurst BR7 5PQ 

21st September Faversham  Coach trip to Westminster Pier, boat trip to Greenwich 

25th September Sittingbourne  Autumn lunch at Upchurch Golf Club 

27th September Whitstable 7.30pm Duck Race and Fish & Chip supper, at the Community Centre - £7.50 per person 

 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2018  
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October 2019    

3rd  October Tonbridge &        
Tunbridge  
Wells 

11.00am Coffee morning at Hilden Manor 

4th October Whitstable  Duck Race 

9th October Faversham 8.00pm ‘Gravesend & Tilbury Ferry’, a talk by Rob Poole at the Fleur de Lis Hall 

10th October Canterbury  
 

Three course carvery lunch at Howfield Manor Hotel 

12th October Sittingbourne  ‘Are our skies safe?’ 

15th October Whitstable  Lunch at The Golden Lion 

19th October Medway 11.00am Annual Dinner at Upchurch Golf Club 

19h October Deal & 
Walmer 

11.00am Trafalgar Day Commemorative Service at St Andrew’s Church 

26th October Chislehurst 12.30pm for 
1.00pm 

Fish & Chip lunch and quiz, at Chislehurst Methodist Church BR7 5LX 

26th October County 
Event 

10.30am Management Committee meeting (All are welcome to attend this Open Meeting), at 
the Dog & Bear, Lenham 

 
 
 
 

November 2019    

2nd November Faversham 1.00pm Annual Lunch, number limited to 25 – at The Limes Pub, Faversham 

7th November Tonbridge & 
Tunbridge 
Wells 

11.00am Coffee morning at Hilden Manor 

9th November Sittingbourne  ‘Walking The Somme’ 

10th November Chislehurst 10.45am Act of Remembrance at Chislehurst War Memorial, followed by lunch at The Bull’s Head 
BR7 6NR 

13th November Faversham 8.00pm ‘The Essential English Landscape – Constable & Turner’, a talk by Martin Heard at the 
Fleur de Lis Hall. 

13th November Medway  Speaker evening 

14th November Canterbury  Illustrated talk on the work of the RNLI 

21st November Whitstable 10.30am Coffee morning 

28th November Faversham  Coach trip to Imperial War Museum Duxford 

28th November Tonbridge & 
Tunbridge 
Wells 

 Christmas lunch 

 
 
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
2018  
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December 2019    

 4th December Whistable 12.30pm Christmas lunch at The Golden Lion, 12.30pm for 1.00pm – Cost tba 

5th December Deal & 
Walmer 

 Bangers & Mash Christmas party 

7th December County Event  Falkland Island Commemoration 

8th December Canterbury  Pre-Christmas lunch at Canterbury Golf Club 
8th December Maidstone  Christmas lunch – venue tba 

11th December Medway  Pantomime Theatre trip, inc lunch 

14th December Sittingbourne  ENSA 

14th December Chislehurst 12.30pm Christmas lunch, 12.30pm for 1.00pm at Chislehurst Golf Club BR7 5HJ 

15th December Sittingbourne  Carol Service 

 
 
 

January 2020    

18th January Chislehurst  Informal lunch, venue tba 

28th January County Event 11.00am Management Committee, at The Dog & Bear, Lenham 

 
 
 
 

February 2020    

 6th February Tonbridge & 
Tunbridge Wells 

11.00am Coffee morning at Hilden Manor 

15th February  Chislehurst 2.00pm Branch AGM at Chislehurst Methodist Church BR7 5LX 

 
 
 
 

March 2020    

 5th March Tonbridge & 
Tunbridge Wells 

11.00am Coffee morning at Hilden Manor 

20th March Tonbridge & 
Tunbridge Wells 

 Branch AGM 

   
 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS  
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The Royal Victorian Order (CVO)

Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (CVO) - Viscount De L’Isle MBE – for Services to The Sovereign.

The Most Honourable Order of the Bath

Companions of the Order of the Bath (CB)

Mr Graham ARCHER (Nr Hythe).  Director, Improvement and Learning, Children’s Social Care, Department for Education.  For Services 

to Children and Families. Most Excellent Order of the British Empire

Commander (CBE)

Ms Joanna KEY (Tunbridge Wells).  Director, Legislation and Constitution, Department for Exiting the EU.  For Public Service.

Officer (OBE)

Captain David COLE MVO RM (Ret’d) (Deal). Director of Music, The Royal British Legion. For Services to Music and to Remembrance.

Ms Irene GRAHAM (Kent).  Chief Executive, Scale-Up Institute. For Services to Business and the Economy.

Mrs Josephine JAMES (Ashford).  Chief Executive, Kent Invicta Chamber of Commerce.  For Services to the Economy in Kent.

Dr Jacqueline McKENNA MBE (Kent).  Lately, Director of Nursing, Professional Leadership, NHS Improvement.  For Services to Nursing.

Mr Andrew SHARP (Tunbridge Wells).  For Political Service.

Member (MBE)

Mr Jeremy ASH (Longfield). For Services to Women and Girls and International Development.

Shibu CHACKO (Chatham).   Specialist Nurse, NHS Blood and Transplant and Community Volunteer. For Services to the NHS.

Mrs Sonja DREW (Tonbridge).  Deputy Head of Senior Staff, Human Resources, Department for Business, Energy and Industrial 

Strategy. For public and charitable services.

Mr Clive EMSON (Folkestone). For Services to Vulnerable and Disadvantaged Young People in Kent.

Mr Jim FINDLAY (Kent).  For Services to the community in Hollingbourne.

Mr Paul GRAEME (Kent).  For Services to the Magistracy and the community in Sandwich.

Dr Andrew KEMP (Folkestone). Group Sales and Marketing Director, Bidfood.  For Services to the Hospitality Industry.

Mrs Sandra SCOTTING (Longfield).  For Services to the community in East London and Kent.

Medallist (BEM)

Dr Andrew ASHBEE (Snodland).   For Services to the community in Snodland.

The Revd Carol AVERY (Greenhithe).  For Services to the community in Kent.

Mr Andrew CALLARD (Otford).  For Voluntary Service to Weightlifting.

Mrs Mary CHAPMAN (Chatham).  For Services to Adult Education in Rochester and Medway.

Mr David HOGBEN (Herne Bay).  For Services to the community in Herne Bay.

Mrs Molly POULTER (Maidstone).  For Services to the community in Maidstone.

Mr Keith RAWLINGS (Hythe).  For Services to charity.

Mrs Carol REED (Canterbury).  For Services to Save the Children and the community in Canterbury.

Mrs May Glassford SMITH (Dartford).  Fundraiser, National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children.  

For charitable service
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